
 

6th April 2020 

Even in lockdown , women are still working  

BPW Australia (the Australian Federation of Business and Professional Women) has joined 
the organisations committed to gender equity and women to call on Federal and State 
Governments to ensure COVID 19 actions include a gender lens on pandemic response and 
recovery.  

As UN Women have highlighted, ‘during crises like the COVID-19 pandemic, women make 
essential contributions as leaders and frontline responders. But they are also hit harder by 
the health, economic and social impacts of the outbreak. Paying attention to women’s needs 
and leadership will strengthen the COVID19 response.’ 

“Working women are at the forefront of the COVID19 crisis, with a significant majority of 
medical, retail and hospitality workers being women. Women are also disproportionally 
impacted by additional caring and unpaid labour caused by work from home 
provisions. History shows us that world crises such as this can have the effect of stepping 
back inclusive policies. Australia has an opportunity to ensure that we come out of this crisis 
prepared to utilise the talents of 100% of our labour force, if we put a gender lens on our 
planning.”  Jacqueline Graham, BPW Australia President, said.  

BPW Australia commends the work Gender Equity Victoria (GENVIC) has highlighted and ten 
things Governments should do now to address the impacts of COVID 19 on women and 
gender diverse people.  Gender Equity Victoria issued a media release and held online press 
conference on April 2nd with joint statement from over 50 organisations.  

“Whilst the GENVIC joint statement is Victoria specific, BPWA supports and encourages all 
States and Territories and the Federal Government to consider these 10 points, and build an 
inclusive Australia to help us all recover faster.” Jacqueline said 

To find out more of GENVIC joint statement and endorse go to www.genvic.org.au/media-
releases/gender-equity-womens-organisations-unite-on-covid19-disaster , show your support on 
social media or reach out to their office genvic@genvic.org.au  

 

About BPW Australia  

BPW Australia is a community of women working to end gender inequity. Our members 
share an interest in the issues that affect working women in Australia and around the world 
today. BPW’s membership includes employers and employees who work across many 
sectors including corporate, small business, professions, trades, non-profit and government. 
BPW Australia is affiliated to BPW International, which has consultative status with the 
United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and has expert and experienced 
representatives accredited to most United Nations agencies.  

BPW Australia recommends actions in line with UN Global Compact Sustainable 
Development Goal 5: To Achieve Gender Equality and Empower all Women and Girls  

Contact: Angela Tomazos 0457 199 646 / E policy@bpw.com.au 


